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CITY ATTORNEY



 The City Manager shall appoint a City Attorney who shall be 
the chief law officer of the City…she shall be the legal advisor of 
and attorney and counsel for the City and for all officers and 
departments thereof in all matters relating to their official 
duties and powers.

 Don’t advise the public.



Q: What does that look like?

A: Approximately 665 Requests for Legal Services in 2024

 Legislation

 Contracts and other instruments

 Opinions (formal and informal)

 Advise

 Legal and administrative proceedings

 Public records requests

 Training

Referendums

Charter Review



CITY PROSECUTOR



WHAT WE DO:

►Prosecute all misdemeanor offenses 
that occur in Delaware County

►Traffic and Criminal

►Diversion Program

►Victim Advocacy 

►Specialty Court Dockets

WHAT WE DON’T DO:

 Prosecute any felony cases.

 Provide legal advice to the public.



OUR MISSION STATEMENT:



►Charges

►Elements of the offense(s)

►Evidence (statements, witnesses, 

documents, photos, recordings)

►Egregiousness of the offense

►Victim’s position

►Arresting officer’s position

►Likelihood of success at trial

CASE EVALUATION



►Arraignment

►Telephonic pretrial with defense attorney

►Pretrial motions (competency, 

suppression)

►Final pretrial/plea

►Trial

►Sentencing

CASE PROCESS



2019

►3,100 cases 
prosecuted

►25 Jury Trials

2020

2,000 cases
prosecuted

17 Jury Trials

2021

2,150 cases
prosecuted

10 Jury Trials

2022

1,483 cases
prosecuted

13 Jury Trials

2023

1,891 cases
prosecuted

7 Jury Trials

2024

1,833 cases
prosecuted

12 Jury Trials



►  Eligible Offenses:

Theft
Underage Possession/Consumption of Alcohol
Possession of Marijuana/Marijuana paraphernalia 
Delaware City Income tax violations

►  Eligibility:

No previous criminal convictions as an adult
No prior participation in a Diversion program
No prior alcohol related traffic convictions
No pending criminal or alcohol related traffic offenses

►Outcome:

Case is dismissed if successfully completed

DIVERSION PROGRAM



Requirements:

▶ Must enter a guilty plea to the offense(s).
▶ Pay a Diversion fee and associated court costs.
▶ Complete 20 hours of community service at a non-profitable, charitable, or 

government organization.
▶ Complete an education program as directed by the Prosecutor’s Office.
▶ Cannot be charged with any criminal or alcohol related traffic offense during 

your participation in the program.
▶ Subject to random drug and alcohol testing while participating in
     the program. 

DIVERSION PROGRAM



QUESTIONS



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
City of Delaware
Nic Langford, Econ-Dev Director
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SW Delaware: 42, Sawmill, 
Pittsburgh Dr, Section Line

SW Focus Area Plan adopted 2024

Recently Constructed (for lease):
2039 Pittsburgh Drive 

Pre-Construction: 
OBJ/Maridel (next slide)
Residential
Olentangy High School + Middle/Elementary

Opportunities:
Industrial, R&D, Pharm (Greenfield and Infill)
Commercial (hotels, retail, restaurants)
Housing (Mix) on Fringes
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What Makes Delaware’s E.D. Department Unique?
• Pro-Growth (Smart Growth)
• Work Well with Planning and Engineering
• Can Provide Market Intelligence/Help Develop Marketing Brochures
• Savvy with Incentive Structuring (Developing Comprehensive/Easy 

Policy Now) and Pro Forma Creation and Reviews
• Feasibility – Help with Massing Layouts and Zoning to Help Determine 

“Go or No-Go” Scenarios 
• Create Renderings (warning: they won’t be “great”) for brochures
• Great Prospect? Can Help with Preliminary Environmental Due 

Diligence (Wetlands, Brownfields, SHPO, EPA and Fish/Wildlife) 
• Planning/Site Reviews (will be your sherpa if needed)
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