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Project Background

“The Point” intersection is located at the location where US 36 and SR 37 converge on the east side of
City, immediately west of the Norfolk Southern railroad overpass. The skewed alignment of the two
roads, compounded by the narrow two-lane passage below the rail bridge restricting traffic to a single
lane in each direction, limit the overall intersection capacity to manage current and anticipated future
traffic loading. On average, 25,000 vehicles a day pass below the bridge, with traffic models projecting
that number to increase to almost 40,000 vehicles a day by 2040. Traffic congestion and lengthy
backups are routine during morning and afternoon peak-hour traffic conditions. In 2009 the City
reconfigured the intersection slightly, relocating the signal further west on US 36 and realigning SR 37 to
the new location. The improvement provided immediate relief to westbound traffic congestion and
delay; however, modelling predicated that increasing eastbound traffic congestion was anticipated within
seven to ten years as traffic volumes continued to increase in the area.

This proposed “Point” project will relieve congestion and increase safety along US 36 and SR 37 by
increasing the number of vehicular lanes beneath the Norfolk Southern Railroad bridge allowing for two
lanes of travel in each direction beneath the railroad. The widened bridge will eliminate the notorious
westbound merge on US 36 as vehicles approach the bridge. Eastbound traffic flow will benefit
immediately from this improvement as dual through-lanes are established on both SR 37 and US 36
approaching the intersection adding significantly improved intersection capacity. Shared use paths
connecting the east side of the community to the Glenwood Commons commercial center are also
included as part of the overall improvement. Additional improvements at the US 36 with SR 521
intersection are also being considered to address intersection safety and congestion issues there.
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Improvements

¢ Replacement of the railroad bridge with a longer span that will allow construction of 4-5 vehicle
travel lanes below and a shared use paths on both sides.

o Dual approach lanes at the traffic signal west of the bridge on both US 36 and SR 37.

¢ Modifications to driveways along 36/37 east of the bridge to reduce the likelihood of accidents.

e Shared use path that extends east to the SR 521 intersection, along the south side of 36/37.
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Project Budget & Schedule

e Study & Design 2017-2020 $3,000,000
e Property Acquisition 2020-2021 $2,000,000
e Construction 2022-2024 $25,000,000
$30,000,000
e Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission $14,000,000
e State TRAC Program $9,500,000
e State Safety Program $3,000,000
e Berkshire Joint Economic Development District $1,500,000
e Local Funding $2,000,000
$30,000,000

Project Updates

For weekly project updates and reports, visit the Access Delaware Facebook page. You may also
contact the project manager Matt Weber at mweber@delawareohio.net for specific questions regarding
this initiative. For information regarding other local roadway improvement and transportation projects,
visit www.delawareohio.net/access-delaware
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