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CITY OF DELAWARE 
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
CITY HALL  

1 SOUTH SANDUSKY STREET 
6:30 P.M. 

 
AGENDA 

 
                                                     November 19, 2019 
 
1. ROLL CALL 

 
2. APPROVAL of Motion Summary for the meeting held September 17, 2019 

as recorded and transcribed. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

4. UPDATE of YMCA Recreation Services, Programs and Events 
 
5. UPDATE of Parks and Natural Resources and Park Activities 

a. Healthy Kids Running Series – 2020 
b. Wetland Park named Mill Run Park 
c. Potential Names for the neighborhood park west of Veterans Park 
d. Donor tree proposed at Mingo Recreation Center 
e. Potential options for Spray and Play fixtures 

 
6. STAFF COMMENTS 

 
7. MEMBERS COMMENTS 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
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PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
MOTION SUMMARY 
September 17, 2019 

 
ITEM 1. Roll Call 

 
The Clerk called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Members Present: Joshua Bricker, Cassie Cunningham, Bob Dalton, Gary 
Hayward, Michael Rush, Jill Staugler, Maria Schul, Angela MacWhinney, 
Councilmember Jim Browning 
 
Members Absent:  Corie Thompson and Dianna Hibinger 
 
City Staff Present:  Ted Miller, Parks and Natural Resource Director 
 
YMCA Staff Present:   Lolita Haverlock, Regional VP of Operations 
 
Motion to Excuse:  Mr. Bricker motioned to excuse Ms. Hibinger and Ms. 
Thompson, seconded by Mr. Hayward.  Motion approved by a 9-0 vote.  
 
ITEM 2. WELCOME New Members – Jillian Staugler and Maria Schul 
 
ITEM 3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
A. Chairperson 
 
Motion:  Mr. Dalton motioned to nominate Mr. Bricker as Chairperson, seconded 
by Mr. Hayward.  There were no other nominations.  Motion approved by a 8-0-
1 (Bricker) vote.  

 
B. Vice-Chairperson 
 
Motion:  Mr. Hayward motioned to nominate Ms. Hibinger as Vice-Chairperson, 
seconded by Mr. Rush.  There were no other nominations.  Motion approved by 
a 9-0 vote.  
 
ITEM 4. APPROVAL of the Motion Summary for the meeting held March 19, 
2019 as recorded and transcribed. 
 
Motion:  Councilman Browning moved to approve the Motion Summary for the 
meeting held March 19, 2019 as recorded and transcribed, seconded by Mr. 
Hayward.  Motion approved by a 9-0 vote.  
 
ITEM 5.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
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ITEM 6. UPDATE of YMCA Recreation Services, Programs and Events 
Ms. Haverlock provided a summary of youth programming and adult programs.  
She discussed that Jack Florance Pool is currently shut down and staff is 
working to clean and provide necessary maintenance to the pool.  She reviewed 
upcoming special events, including the Color Run, Halloween Party, and the 
Neighborhood Block Party that will be hosted by the YMCA.   
 
ITEM 7. UPDATE of Parks Activities 
 
A. City/YMCA Partnership 

1. Recreation Programming 
 
Mr. Miller addressed recent concerns relating the YMCA partnership and 
that the City and YMCA are looking at different ways to make the 
partnership better. The two entities are looking at improving organization, 
timeliness and schedules.  He discussed the 60 day plan that they are 
working on. He discussed looking at different digital ways to notify staff of 
low chlorine levels and the need for better training for pool managers and 
staff.   

   
Ms. MacWhinney discussed the need for systematic and repetitive training 
for lifeguards to ensure safety practices and understanding of 
responsibilities.   
 
2. Delaware Force Aquatics 
 
Mr. Miller discussed that the YMCA looked into the option of allowing the 
Force Aquatics utilize pool time.  The YMCA currently offers this program 
and has recently hired a new swim coach and aquatics director.  Force 
Aquatics was notified that they would not have access to the pool lanes for 
practice.  
 
3. Mingo Pool 
 
Mr. Miller discussed the nationwide lifeguard shortages and that there 
were improvements as the season went on.   
 
4. Mingo Recreation Center 
 
Mr. Miller discussed maintenance improvements and solutions.  He 
discussed that these would be funded through the park levy.   
 

B. Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
 
Mr. Miller discussed the need to have a assessment of public wants and park 
needs.  He discussed the various funding sources for the survey and that the 
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last Master Plan was completed in 2002.  Ms. MacWhinney discussed the 
concern on not waiting for the 2020 Census to be completed and how will the 
survey be completed and ensure that the underserved will be part of the 
statistics.  Mr. Miller discussed that it will be a statistically valued survey and 
will require a percentage of participation from all parts of the city.  Mr. Browning 
discussed a article relating to Park Equity and how lower income areas can be 
overlooked on recreation needs.  Mr. Bricker voiced support for the survey.  
 
C. Park Signage 
 
Mr. Miller provided examples of the proposed signage.  He discussed putting 
kiosks in the parks.   
 
D. Park Naming – Wetland Park and Heatherton/Willowbrook Park 
 
Mr. Miller provided a map of the park area and thoughts to add shelter housed 
and amenities, such as, fishing, frisbee golf, and a cross country track.  The 
Board discussed name changes, but felt it would be better to establish what 
amenities will be at the park prior to a name.  
 
E. Heatherton/Willowbrook Park Public Meeting 
 
Mr. Miller provided information on the park public meeting date and time.  
 
F. Ross Street Park Public Meeting  
 
ITEM 8.  DISCUSSSION and RECOMMENDATION on Veterans Park Splash 
Pad Play Structures and Concerns 
 
Mr. Miller discussed concerns with two structures in the splash pad area that 
children climb on and have fallen off.  He informed the Board that there are no 
climbing signage on the structures.  Ms. MacWhinney voiced a concern that if 
the idea is to not have kids climb it then they need to be removed as children 
can’t read the no climbing sign. Mr. Miller discussed replacing the structure with 
ground mounted sprinkler system.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Carrie Reebel 
1835 Warren Rd.  
Ostrander, Ohio 
 
Myra Rund 
312 Basswood St 
Delaware, Ohio 
 
Ms. Reebel discussed that her son fell off the rock structure and had to have 7 
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stitches.  She requested the removal of the structures for safety.   
 
Motion:  Ms. MacWhinney motioned to remove the structures from the splash 
pad, seconded by Mr. Hayward.  Motion approved by a 9-0 vote.  
 
ITEM 9. DISCUSSION and Recommendation of Planet Aide Bin located at 
Mingo Park 
 
The Board voiced their concern over the bin not being emptied on a routine basis 
and that it will pile up debris.  The Board recommended that a bin not be located 
in the parks.   
 
ITEM 10. STAFF COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Miller provided an update on Delaware Greenways and the goal for trail 
development.  He provided information on a national program for Healthy Kids 
Running Series at Veterans Park.  The Board requested that he confirm that 
this will not impact a running club organized by the YMCA and possibly use a 
different location if there is.  He provided a proposed location of two cricket 
fields at Veterans Park.  He discussed that the pitch would be concrete and the 
current fields can be moved around to accommodate safety away from the 
pitches.  He also provided information regarding cameras that will be used at 
the skate park. One camera will be utilized for the public and the other camera 
with zoom abilities will be utilized by the police.   
 
ITEM 11  MEMBERS COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Browning informed the Board that the no smoking policy was approved b 
City Council.  
 
ITEM 12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion:  Mr. Dalton moved to adjourn the Parks and Recreation meeting, 
seconded by Mr. Rush.  The meeting adjourned at 7:43 p.m.   

 
 
 

__________________________________________   
Chairperson 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Elaine McCloskey, Clerk 



 
Recreation programs listed below are coordinated through the YMCA 

  

I. Youth Programs/Classes 

◆ Fall Soccer League (ages 4-9) concluded on October 26th. We had 22 teams 

across all age divisions this season (244 participants). 

◆ Flag Football (grades 1-5) Concluded it’s season on October 27th. We were 

able to serve 71 participants. Each age division had 4 teams.  

◆ Fall 2 Tennis Lessons (Mingo Rec Center Courts)  are currently in session. 

Dede and Gary Hibinger’s program has 18 participants currently. Tennis has 

been very successful over the past 2-3 years as we continue to see steady 

numbers. 

◆ Co-Ed Rec Basketball registration is currently open and will continue through 

November 24th. Practices will begin the week of December 16th with games 

starting on January 4th. Games will run through February 22nd with the 

tournament being played over the next two weekends, concluding on March 

14th. 

◆ Robotics was offered, however, we did not have enough participants for the 

program to run. 

◆ Enriching Kidz programs: Safe Sitters and Kids Home Alone are scheduled to 

run this Winter Break. 

 

 

II. Adult Sports Programs 

◆ Fall Softball season has concluded. We had 4 Men’s League teams, which 

played on Thursday nights. We did not have any Co-Ed teams register this 

past season. 

◆ Fall Adult Pickleball League sold out. We are looking at offering a Winter 

Session. 

◆ Open Volleyball and Basketball for adults is beginning to pick-up more players 

as we move toward Winter. Volleyball has seen an increase in player 

participation. Open games are running every Monday evening. The same may 

be said for Basketball on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays. Participation 

has seen a recent uptick in player numbers recently. 

◆ Mingo Open Pickleball - Open Pickleball is currently held on the following 

dates and times in the Mingo Gym: 

● 9am-12pm M-F (6 courts on Tues/Thurs and 3 courts on M/W/F) 

● 5pm-8pm on Tues 



● 12pm-2pm on Sat 

◆ We are now offering Open Volleyball times in the Mingo Gym on Thursdays 

and Sundays from 5pm-8pm and 3pm-7pm on Court 2. 

 

III. Jack Florance Pool  

◆ The pool is currently shut down for the season. All equipment has been 

cleaned and stored and the pools are drained.  

 

IV. Rentals for Mingo Rec Center 

◆ Hilborn Room - 70 rentals/bookings year to date. (Jan 2019 - Dec 2019) 

◆ Byxbe Room- 40 rentals/bookings year to date. (Jan 2019- Dec 2019) 

◆ The Gym will once again be utilized by the First Fruits Homeschool Group on 

Fridays, once a month, for the 2019-2020 school year. 

◆ Angel Dunlap will continue to rent out the Hilborn Room Mon-Thur from 

3pm-8pm for the 2019-2020 season.  

 

 

V. Special Events 

 

◆ Color Run - The Family Fun "Color Run" & Sweet Feat Walk took place at 

Mingo Park on Saturday, October 5th. We had a total of 38 participants.  

◆ Halloween Party was a hit. With wet and cold weather expected we moved the 

entire event inside the Mingo Rec Center. We estimate that we had about 800 

participants. Saturday, October 26 4-7PM at Mingo Park. Activities included: 

Trunk-or-Treat, Inflatables, Live Music, Costume Contest, Pumpkin Patch and 

Hot Dogs!  

◆ Calls from the North Pole forms are now available at the YMCA, Mingo and 

Online. Calls will be made on Thursday, December 5th, 5-7pm. Volunteers 

needed.  

◆ Daddy Daughter Dance is scheduled for Saturday, January 11th at OWU 

Hamilton-Williams Building, 6:00-8:00PM. Tickets go on sale this week. 

$25/couple, $10/additional child. Volunteers needed 

 

 

  
 Issues/Concerns 
Shelters/Reservations 
Staff 
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