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CITY OF DELAWARE 
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
CITY HALL  

1 SOUTH SANDUSKY STREET 
7:00 P.M. 

 
AGENDA 

 
                                                     October 17, 2017 
 
1. ROLL CALL 

 
2. APPROVAL of Motion Summary for the meeting held August 15, 2017 as 

recorded and transcribed. 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

a. Pickleball Courts Proposal – Dawn Brown 
 

4. UPDATE of YMCA Recreation Services, Programs and Events 
 

5. UPDATE of Parks Activities 
 

6. UPDATE of Smith Park Tree Swallows 
 

7. DISCUSSION of Displays at Veteran Memorial Plaza 
 

8. DISCUSSION of Tree Dedication Policy 
 

9. DISCUSSION of Dog Park Seasonal Closure 
 

10. STAFF COMMENTS 
 
11. MEMBERS COMMENTS 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
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PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
MOTION SUMMARY 

August 15, 2017 
 

ITEM 1. Roll Call 
 

Chairwoman Lash called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Members Present: Joshua Bricker,  Bob Dalton,  Michael Rush, Councilmember 
Jim Browning, Corie Thompson, Angela MacWhinney, Vice-Chairwoman Dianna 
Hibinger, and Chairwoman Allyson Lash 
  
Members Absent:  Caitlyn Ashley, Robert Ruh, Cassie Cunningham 
 
City Staff Present:  Ted Miller, Parks and Natural Resource Director and Linda 
Mathews, Customer Service Liaison 
 
YMCA Staff Present:   Jeremy Byers, Associate Executive Director 
 
Motion to Excuse:  Mr. Bricker moved to excuse Ms. Ashley, Mr. Ruh, and Ms. 
Cunningham seconded by Mr. Rush.  Motion approved by an 8-0 vote.  
 
ITEM 2. INTRODUCTION of New Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
Members 
 
Chairwoman Lash introduced New Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
Member Councilman Jim Browning.  
 
ITEM 3. APPROVAL of the Motion Summary for the meeting held June 20, 
2017 as recorded and transcribed. 
 
Motion:  Mr. Dalton moved to approve the Motion Summary for the meeting held 
June 20, 2017 as recorded and transcribed, seconded by Vice-Chairwoman 
Hibinger.  Motion approved by a 7-0-1 (Browning) vote.  
 
ITEM 4.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
ITEM 5. UPDATE of YMCA Recreation Services, Programs and Events 
 
ITEM 6. UPDATE of Park Activities 
 
Mr. Miller provided an update on the installation of new drinking fountains both 
inside and outside park facilities.  
 
Mr. Miller informed the board that he is working with Main Street Delaware on 
a possible ice skating rink to be set up for the December First Friday event at 
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the basketball courts at Willis.  Mr. Miller provided information on the Glice 
materials that would be used instead of ice.  
 
ITEM 7. UPDATE of Glen Ross Park 
 
Mr. Miller provided an update on plans to begin in the fall and discussed the 
need to widen the mounding and possible drainage issues.  
 
ITEM 8. DISCUSSION of Facility Rules and Regulations Policy 
 
Mr. Miller discussed recommended changes to weekend and holiday rental rate 
and the success of using the block rental times.  
 
ITEM 9.  DISCUSSION of Prairie Planting Exhibit 
 
Mr. Miller discussed the use of prairie planting to help reduce the need for 
mowing in certain parts of the city, and these areas would only be mowed once 
a year.  Mr. Miller is researching different herbicides and the effectiveness of 
organic herbicide as well as cost effectiveness.  
 
ITEM 10.  REVIEW of Quarterly Report 
 
Mr. Bricker inquired on outcome from the changes recommended at Hidden 
Valley Golf Course.  Mr. Miller discussed an increase in use by students with the 
changes in student pricing and increase participation of golf lessons through the 
YMCA.  Mr. Miller discussed the use of the course relating to the weather.  
 
ITEM 11. STAFF COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Miller informed the Board that they will not be meeting in September due to 
the Delaware County Fair.  
 
ITEM 12.  MEMBERS COMMENTS 
 
Vice-Chairwoman Hibinger informed the Board that she received positive input 
regarding the city at Hayes First Invitational for tennis.   
 
Mr. Rush thanked Board Member Corie Thompson on her role in the Fourth of 
July Parade.   
 
Mr. Rush informed staff that the home plate on field one at Smith Park needs 
repaired.  
 
Ms. Thompson provided an update on her recent participation in the Dave Staley 
Triathlon and the Ironman.  She stated the need for more volunteers at the Dave 
Staley event.   
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Mr. Bricker informed the Board that the Delaware Car Show will be held August 
26, 2017.   
 
ITEM 13. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion:  Vice-Chairwoman Hibinger moved to adjourn the Parks and Recreation 
meeting, seconded by Mr. Rush.  The meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m.   

 
 
 

__________________________________________   
Allyson Lash, Chairwoman 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Elaine McCloskey, Clerk 



 

Proposal to the City of Delaware, Ohio 

Parks & Recreation Board 

 
Options to Increase the Current Number of Pickleball Courts 

 

 

 

October 17, 2017 

  



 

Proposal for the expansion of the number of Pickleball courts in Delaware Ohio 

In 2015, the Parks and Recreation Board, and City of Delaware provided two Pickleball courts at Blue 
Limestone Park, which have been actively used for the past two years. Participation in this sport is greater than 
originally expected and continually growing.  The two current courts that are available can only handle 8 
players at one time.  As of 2017, we cannot accommodate all the players who would like to participate.  Many 
evenings you will see players waiting on the side for court time.  We would like to propose the following 
options to the council:  

 
Options for Pickleball Expansions 

 
 
Option Number 1 – Add lights for evening play, reposition, resurface* and modify the two existing courts at 
Blue Limestone Park.  We would like to have the courts repositioned to face North/South, which would require 
expanding the base area an additional 4 feet to the south.  This would also open up room for 2 additional 
courts. Resurfacing would create improved court conditions for safer, and competitive play.  
Approx. cost: $24,000-28,000 
 
Option Number 2 – Add lights for evening play, and resurface* the current courts at Blue Limestone Park.  The 
current surface is unsafe, unforgiving, and unsuitable for competitive play.  Asphalt and paint is not suitable for 
Pickleball.  
Approx. cost: $14,000-18,000 
 
Option Number 3 – Add lights for evening play, wind nets and modify tennis courts at Smith Park by painting 
on Pickleball lines (in a color that will not hinder tennis).  Ideally we would like lines on all courts, or at least a 
minimum of 2 tennis courts which would provide us with 6 Pickleball courts (Figure A).  This option would 
meet the resurface issue. Pickleball players would bring portable nets to set up for playing. 
Approx. cost: $12,000-14,000  
 
Option Number 4 – Modify tennis courts at Mingo Park by painting on Pickleball lines (in a color that will not 
hinder tennis).  Ideally we would like lines on all courts, or at least a minimum of 2 tennis courts which would 
provide us with 6 Pickleball courts (Figure A).  .  This option would meet the resurface issue along with lights 
for evening play. Pickleball players would bring portable nets to set up for playing. 
Approx. cost: $1,800-2,400 
 
* The surface should be the same as a tennis court surface 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FIGURE A: Conversion of 2 Tennis Courts to 6 Pickleball Courts 

 

Key: 

Red lines: Tennis courts 

Blue lines: Pickleball courts 

  



 

Current Pickleball Activity in Delaware 

• Blue Limestone Facebook group: Currently 80 members – Shares information about setting up court times, 
pickleball tips, tournaments, etc. 

• Email group: 39 in group for Tuesday outdoor play at Blue Limestone courts 

• Monday:  6:00pm – 9:00pm –> A group of 14 to 16 players occupy the Blue Limestone courts every week. 

• Tuesday:  9:00am – 12:00pm – A group of 18 – 20 players use the Blue Limestone courts every week. 

• Wednesday:  8:00am – 11:00am – A group of 12 – 18 players  in “Active Older Adults” use the Delaware YMCA. 

• Wednesday:  5:30pm – 9:00pm – A group of 12 – 18 players use Blue Limestone courts. 

• Thursday:  7:30pm – 9:30pm – A group of 8 -16 players utilize the Delaware YMCA courts. 

• Friday:  5:00pm – 7:00pm – A group of 8 - 12 Delaware residents’ use the Marion YMCA courts. 

• Saturday & Sunday:  No organized groups but open play. 

 
 
 
As Pickleball continues to grow, so does the passion for some players to compete in the numerous tournaments 
throughout the United States.  This in turn, brings in revenue for the communities hosting these events.  
  
Most of us are currently traveling to other Ohio communities for better court play. We all would rather invite players to 
OUR town to play on OUR competitive courts and spend their money in OUR town.  
 
Everyone enjoys a good game, good food and spirits.  Why not here in Delaware? 
 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
 
 
Dawn Brown 
Delaware Resident 
USAPA Pickleball Member 
 
 



  

 
 

 
YMCA/Recreation Services 

Recreation programs listed below are now coordinated through the YMCA 
Updated 10/9/17 

 
Youth Programs/Classes 

A. Registration is currently open for the 3rd-6th Grade Rec Basketball League. Early 
registration goes until November 26th. The season will begin on January, 6th 2018.  

B. Fall Soccer season is currently running. There are 10 teams in the 4-5 year old age 
division, 8 teams in the 6-7 year old age division and 6 teams in the 8-9 year old age 
division. This totals for 239 participants. The last day of games is October 28th.  

C. Fall Flag Football season is currently running. There are 4 teams in the 1st-2nd grade 
division and 4 teams in the 3rd-5th grade division. This totals for 89 participants. The last 
day of games is October 29th.  

 
Adult Sports Programs 

A. Open volleyball (Monday evenings) and basketball (Monday and Wednesday late nights, 
and Saturday mornings) remains very popular during these winter months. New 
participants join each week. 

B. Open field for adult soccer runs each Thursday evening from 5:30pm-7:30pm at the 
YMCA’s soccer fields.  

C. Adult Pickleball - Thursday Night Open Pickleball was added to the Gym schedule and 
has been popular drawing 10-16 people each week. 

 
Special Events 

A. Daddy Daughter Dance will be held at OWU Student Center on Friday, Jan. 12th from 
6:30-8:30PM. Registration is going on now. 

B. Mother-Son Super Hero Party will be March 9, 2017 from 6:30-8:30pm at Mingo Park. 
The event is sold out with 570 people. City of Delaware residents had priority 
registration. Volunteers are needed. 

C.  Calls from the North Pole is December 7th. Volunteer callers needed. Form available 
online now.  

D. Mingo Halloween Party is Saturday, October 28 from 4-7PM. Combined with the 
Pumpkin Run. Volunteers needed from 3-7PM. 
 
 
 

 
 

A. Issues/Concerns 
B. Shelters/Reservations 
C. Staff 

 



 

2017 City Rec Report from Delaware Community Center YMCA 

  
Sports/Enrichment/Wellness/Special Events 
2017 was a great year for growth in existing programs. We set new program participant records in: youth 

soccer, the Mother-Son Super Hero Party, and in both youth and adult golf lessons.  We did have to move 

the Daddy Daughter Dance to new location to support the growth of the program; we saw a dip in 

enrollment with the change. The 2017 baseball season was one of the smoothest in recent history. This due 

in part to our umpire coordinator’s efforts and  improved organization.  

 

Jack Florance Pool  

2017 was a year of building relationships and setting new safety protocol.  

We saw a decrease in dismissals of patrons due to adding an additional Pool Manager and checking in and 

learning the patron’s names. We now sell Kona Ice in the concession stands which increased our sales. Due 

to being crowded on hot days, we increased the number of Lifeguards on duty to allow more bathers into 

the pool but also implemented no entry policy. We look forward to working with our City partners and an 

enjoyable 2018 season. 
  
Rec. Programs Offered in 2017 
  
Aquatics 

● Swim Lessons-130 participants (down 10 participants from 2016) 

● Swim Team (DARTS)- they are their own non-profit 

● Lifeguard Class – ran internal LG classes to increase number of LGs on staff 

● Doggie Dive-in-80 dogs –Stephanie will need to report after 9/8 

 
Sports 
●       Adult Softball (summer) – 29 teams 

●       Adult Softball (fall) – Did not run. 

●       Adult Soccer – Registration open through Sept. 

24th 
●       Adult Golf – 10 participants 

●       Adult Tennis – Did not run. 

●       Youth Baseball/Softball - 543 participants 

●       Youth Basketball (Grades 3-6) – 166 participants 

●       Youth Flag Football – 89 participants 

●       Youth Soccer (spring) – 303 participants 

●       Youth Soccer (fall) – 231 participants 

●       Youth Golf Lessons – 23 participants 

●       Youth Tennis Lessons (summer) – 89 participants 

●       Youth Tennis Lessons (fall) – 20 participants (thru Sept. 15th) 
●       JumpStart Sports - 134 participants 

●       Delaware Pacers Baseball Camp (winter) - 53 participants 

●       Delaware Pacers Baseball Camp (summer) - 39 participants 
 



 

2017 City Rec Report from Delaware Community Center YMCA 

Fitness 

● Youth Triathlon- 40 Participants (2017) 

● Adult Triathlon- 70 Participants (2017) 

● Pumpkin Run- 125(2016) 140 Participants (2017 Estimate) 

Family Events 
● Easter Event- 600-700 Participants 

● Calls from North Pole-55 calls made 

● Harmony in the Park-2000 participants 

● Movies at Mingo – 160 Participants (one was rained out) 

● Daddy Daughter Dance-369 Participants 

● Super Hero Party –  490 Participants 

● Halloween Event (Mingo)-1200 Participants 

Youth Activities 
● Teen Leaders Club – 80 Participants 

● Youth in Government – 13 Participants 

● Safety Town- 219 Participants 

● Fire Youth Academy - 9 Participants 

● Police Youth Academy - 11 Participants 

 
Rec Programs for 2018 
  
Aquatics 

● Swim Lessons 

● Doggie Dive in 

● Lifeguarding Class 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2017 City Rec Report from Delaware Community Center YMCA 

Sports 
●       Adult Softball (summer) 

●       Adult Softball (fall) 

●       Adult Soccer (spring) 

●       Adult Soccer (fall) 

●       Adult Golf Lessons (summer) 

●       Adult Tennis Lessons (summer) 

●       Youth Baseball/Softball 

●       Youth Basketball (Grades 3-6) 

●       Youth Flag Football 

●       Youth Soccer (spring) 

●       Youth Soccer (fall) 

●       Youth Golf Lessons (summer) 

●       Youth Tennis Lessons (summer) 

●       JumpStart Sports (includes: basketball, soccer, baseball, multi-sport, etc.) 

●       Delaware Pacers Baseball Camp (winter) 

●       Delaware Pacers Baseball Camp (summer) 

●       Pickleball 

 
Fitness 

● Youth Triathlon 

● Adult Triathlon 

● Pumpkin Run 5K 

 
Family Events 

● Safety Town 

● Youth Fire Academy 

● Youth Police Academy 

● Easter Event 

● Halloween Event 

● Calls from North Pole 

● Super Hero Party 

● Harmony In The Park 

● Daddy-Daughter Dance 

● Police & Fire Academies 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

2017 City Rec Report from Delaware Community Center YMCA 

Financial report 
 

            Item           Revenue                          Expense 
Family Events 

· Daddy Daughter Dance $4402 $4105 
· Super Hero Party  $5863 $2552 
· Easter Egg Hunt $0.00 $1150 
· Calls From North Pole $0.00 $0.00 
· Movies@ Mingo $0.00 $975 
· Halloween $0.00 $3123 
· Safety Town $6746 $4639 
· Youth Police Academy $480 $370 
· Youth Fire Academy $440 $290 

 
 
Fitness  

● Adult & Youth Triathlon $3,987 $2,387(2017)  

● Pumpkin Run $2,845 $1,300 (2016) 

 
 
Item   Revenue Expense 

  

Sports 

·          Adult Softball (summer)  $10,875  $8,319 

·          Adult Soccer TBD TBD 

·          Adult Golf Lessons $700 $250 (est) 

·          Youth Baseball/Softball  $23,937 $23,217 

·          Youth Basketball (Grades 3-6) $7,290 $4,455 

·          Youth Flag Football  $3,620 $1,502 

·          Youth Soccer (spring & fall)  $21,322  $6,680 

·          Youth Golf Lessons  $1,380 $300 (est) 

·          Youth Tennis Lessons (summer & fall) $6,755  $4,053 

·          Jump Start Sports Programs  $3,647 (30% revenue share)   $0.00 

·          Delaware Pacers Baseball Camp $1,621(30% revenue share) 

Sponsorships  $4,000  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2017 City Rec Report from Delaware Community Center YMCA 

· Front Desk @ Mingo $10,240 
· Programs & Special Events Salary Staff (Jake, Roger, Rob, Amy,Colleen) $73,610 
· Administration & Special Events Salary Staff (Matt & Jeremy, Elizabeth) $43,194 
· Building Supervisor @Mingo  (Chris Nelson Included) $60,787 
· Mingo Building Rentals $17,177 

 
Aquatics- Jack Florance Mingo Pool 

· Aquatic- Management Salary (Stacey , Stephanie , Steve )                           $26,426 
· DARTS Pool Rental $4,678 all expense is covered in Lifeguard line 
· Swim Lessons/Swim Instructor $6,022 $5,786 
· Pool Memberships  $21,493 
· Daily Passes $45,328  

· Concessions $41,360 $20,636 
· Mingo Pool Rentals $6,440 
· Pool Managers                $10,206 
· Lifeguards, Slide Attendant, & Concession (includes DARTS,  special events/rentals) $96,900 
· Jack Florance Pool Expenses/Supplies (medical supplies, staff shirts,tubs,vac, etc. )            $17,460 

· Jack Florance Pool Chemical $18,211 

· Housekeeping and Cleaning Supplies (for pool and building) $3,128  
· Building and Grounds Repairs $9,000 

· Facilities Staff Cost(Neil, Stephanine, Nick) $7,943 

 
 
 
Total   
Revenue- $252,414  
Expenses-$474,194 
Net Gain $-220,780 
City Payment $209,153 
Total Net Loss $11,627  

 
 



From: Ted Miller
To: Elaine McCloskey
Cc: Stacy Davenport; Linda Mathews
Subject: FW: [BULK] Smith Park Nest production-Tuttle
Date: Tuesday, September 05, 2017 7:38:12 AM
Attachments: Smith Park-2017.doc
Importance: Low

Elaine,
Can we include this in the next parks board meeting? Thanks.
 
Ted Miller
Parks and Natural Resources Director
 
From: Dick Tuttle [mailto:ohtres@cs.com] 
Sent: Sunday, September 3, 2017 10:54 AM
To: Ted Miller <tmiller@delawareohio.net>
Subject: [BULK] Smith Park Nest production-Tuttle
Importance: Low
 
Ted, 
 
I have attached my report on nest production in Smith Park for 2017. I will also paste the report below. It
was a good year even though sparrows continue to be a problem that I anticipated, etc. The park is a
peaceful place and I enjoy my visits. 
 
Conserve on, 
 
Dick Tuttle
 

Smith Park Tree Swallows - 2017
Richard M. Tuttle

 
     On March 19, 2017, twelve nestboxes designed for bluebirds
and Tree Swallows were added to a trail of eight boxes that
were installed in Smith Park before the 2016 season. Twenty
boxes now stand in the drainage ditch inundated with cattails
that parallels Troy Road for 400 yards before it veers east
into a pond. The boxes are spaced 25 yards apart to allow the
target species, Tree Swallows, to nest in peace with their
neighbors.
     Nesting Red-winged Blackbirds also shared the cattail
marsh habitat and occasional conversations with curious park
visitors also added to my weekly trail visits.
     Swallows built 12 successful nests in ten boxes. Fifty-
five eggs were laid, 52 (94.5%) hatched, and 46 (83.6%)
fledged. Once hatched, 88.5% of hatchlings matured to fledge
into the outside world. The Tree Swallow nesting season lasted
97 days with the fist egg laid on April 28 and the last
nestling fledged on August 2 for a typical season.
     Due to their diet of small flying insects, Smith Park

mailto:/O=CITY OF DELAWARE/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=TED MILLEREA3
mailto:EMcCloskey@delawareohio.net
mailto:sdavenport@delawareohio.net
mailto:lmathews@delawareohio.net

Smith Park Tree Swallows - 2017


Richard M. Tuttle



On March 19, 2017, twelve nestboxes designed for bluebirds and Tree Swallows were added to a trail of eight boxes that were installed in Smith Park before the 2016 season. Twenty boxes now stand in the drainage ditch inundated with cattails that parallels Troy Road for 400 yards before it veers east into a pond. The boxes are spaced 25 yards apart to allow the target species, Tree Swallows, to nest in peace with their neighbors. 



Nesting Red-winged Blackbirds also shared the cattail marsh habitat and occasional conversations with curious park visitors also added to my weekly trail visits. 



Swallows built 12 successful nests in ten boxes. Fifty-five eggs were laid, 52 (94.5%) hatched, and 46 (83.6%) fledged. Once hatched, 88.5% of hatchlings matured to fledge into the outside world. The Tree Swallow nesting season lasted 97 days with the fist egg laid on April 28 and the last nestling fledged on August 2 for a typical season.



Due to their diet of small flying insects, Smith Park swallows offered park visitors an environment with fewer mosquitoes and biting deer flies. Based on research that examined and described the diets of swallows, it can be said that for the 45-day period when swallows claim a nestbox and build a nest, lay and incubate eggs, and feed nestlings, the family consumes more than 300,000 flying insects with most being shorter than a centimeter. Since the park’s nestboxes housed 12 swallow families, there were 3.6 million fewer insects to irritate park visitors, or to pass on diseases with their insect bites.



On August 14, I winterized the boxes by closing the ventilation slots above the back and front panels. The back panel is closed by tightening two screws after I slide its plastic vent cover up to engage the roof. The front vent is then stuffed with a six-inch piece of felt weather stripping. Studies have shown that bluebirds prefer to roost in winterized nestboxes when they return from their winter homes. Tree Swallows also seek shelter from cold weather when they return. I will reopen front vents during spring cleaning in March, and the back vent will be reopened prior to Memorial Day or before the first days of ninety-degree weather.



The Eastern Bluebird season in the park was a disaster because of alien House Sparrows. I found a sparrow-killed female bluebird during my first round to collect data on March 19. By April 17, four bluebird eggs had been evacuated and the nest claimed by a sparrow. Also, on May 1, I discovered a sparrow-killed female Tree Swallow. Although discouraging, such events were expected due to the proximity of the nestboxes to suburbia. Bluebirds had only one successful nest, but it wasn’t very successful. The nest started with four eggs and only one hatchling grew to fledge. Whatever happened, took place after hatching since I found no unhatched eggs. 



I trapped and dispatched my first House Sparrows on March 28, and by the last one on July 1, the total came to 39 for the season. Had I not controlled the sparrows, eight swallow nests would never have been started. Since birds will roost in a nestbox in order to better claim it, I might start controlling sparrows earlier next spring by checking boxes at night with a penlight and machinist mirror. 



Last winter was not a good test to see if nestboxes would be adversely affected by dense, heavy snow thrown by snowplows since  snowfalls were rather small. Perhaps, the upcoming winter will provide a better test. For now, I look forward to next season as veteran nesters and their offspring will be back to fill more boxes with nesting swallows and bluebirds. 



Conserve on with nesting Tree Swallows and bluebirds!  
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because of alien House Sparrows. I found a sparrow-killed
female bluebird during my first round to collect data on March
19. By April 17, four bluebird eggs had been evacuated and the
nest claimed by a sparrow. Also, on May 1, I discovered a
sparrow-killed female Tree Swallow. Although discouraging, such
events were expected due to the proximity of the nestboxes to
suburbia. Bluebirds had only one successful nest, but it wasn’t
very successful. The nest started with four eggs and only one
hatchling grew to fledge. Whatever happened, took place after
hatching since I found no unhatched eggs.
     I trapped and dispatched my first House Sparrows on March
28, and by the last one on July 1, the total came to 39 for the
season. Had I not controlled the sparrows, eight swallow nests
would never have been started. Since birds will roost in a
nestbox in order to better claim it, I might start controlling
sparrows earlier next spring by checking boxes at night with a
penlight and machinist mirror.
     Last winter was not a good test to see if nestboxes would
be adversely affected by dense, heavy snow thrown by snowplows
since  snowfalls were rather small. Perhaps, the upcoming
winter will provide a better test. For now, I look forward to
next season as veteran nesters and their offspring will be back
to fill more boxes with nesting swallows and bluebirds.
     Conserve on with nesting Tree Swallows and bluebirds!  

This message may contain confidential and/or proprietary information and is intended for the person/entity to whom it was originally
addressed. Any use by others is strictly prohibited.



 
City of Delaware Parks & Natural Resources 

"Legacy Tree Program" 
Program Options 

 

The Parks & Natural Resources department has received an increasing amount of requests for tree dedication 

memorials in various parks. The requests will likely continue to grow and our goal is to identify a policy that will 

allow us to continue to honor these requests but also establish a program that will be sustainable for the 

department. 

There are several options used by park departments and we would like to present these options and get feedback 

from the Parks Board on a preferred policy that can be adopted by the P&NR department to guide a Legacy Tree 

Program. 

 

Legacy program options: 

 Certificate- donor participates in ceremony at tree planting and receives certificate and map 

memorializing the donation. Plaques are not placed with the trees at the park 

 Plaques- donor participates in ceremony at tree planting and a plaque is placed near the tree. 

o “Tree Hugger” plaque 

o In ground Plaque 

o Tree of life plaque 
 

 

Certificate Option 
This would be a typical description of the program: 

 Tree Donation 
• Park health and user needs take priority in the placement and tree species selection. Other sites may be 

considered at donor request.  

• Cost of the tree program is $150-$275. This includes the tree and continued maintenance of the tree.  

• After the tree is planted, the contact person will receive a certificate and map of the planting location of each 

tree.  

• Donations for trees may be taken any time of the year; however, they will only be planted during tree planting 

season. Donations for trees received from July-October will be planted in 

September or October. Donations for trees received from November-May 

will be planted in April or May. (pending species & availability) 

• Plaques are not placed with the trees at the park.  

• Memorial tree installations are guaranteed for one year. If a tree dies 

during this period it will be replaced at no charge.  

• Occasionally, memorial trees must be removed or moved due to 

construction or other unforeseen circumstances. The City will consider 

moving smaller trees, but may not be able to do so in all cases. When contact 

information is available, the City will contact the donor to discuss options 

and provide notification. The City does not guarantee that a memorial tree 

can be moved or will be replaced. 
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Legacy Tree Program 

 

Plaque Option 
There are several options regarding plaques and we have tried to illustrate them below: 
 

"TREE HUGGER" OPTION 

 
From website:  Tree Huggers® are created using high-grade stainless steel and are noted for being the only tree plaque that 

gently wraps around the tree (by means of plastic-encased springs) and expands without harming it as it grows! It will not rust 

or corrode or release any harmful toxins or chemicals that could harm the tree. To accommodate tree growth, springs are 

provided in two lengths to take your tree from infancy/3", to a circumference of up to 60". High quality engraving using 

diamond-tipped cutters make Tree Huggers® a gift that will last a lifetime. Allow Dimensions 2" wide x 6" long. 

Personalization information: maximum 4 lines with up to 35 characters per line including spaces and hyphens, plus you can 

add a custom icon if desired at no additional cost. Adding a 5th line is also possible at +$7.00.  Cost $55.00 

 

IN GROUND PLAQUE OPTIONS 

 
Bronze Cast Plaque 

 

Bronze Cast Plaque 

 

Bronze Cast Plaque 

 

javascript:popupWindow('http://bighugllc.com/shop/popup_image/pID/843')
javascript:window.close()
javascript:window.close()
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Legacy Tree Program 

  
 

 
 

Staff Recommendations: 

The Certificate would be the preferred choice as this would be the simplest to sustain. The Certificate could be 

accompanied by a map distinguishing the location of the tree. In addition, the donor could participate in the 

planting of the tree. 

The indefinite longevity of the program creates concerns about long term care and maintenance of plaques. We 

currently have a variety of plaques that are not consistent and with limited records of locations throughout the 

parks. If plaques were the designated method than the tree of life would be the preferred choice. The tree of life 

could be inside or outside but an inside, public location would be ideal to allow donors to view their plaque. This 

would also give staff flexibility to place trees throughout the park district in locations that were advantageous to 

the overall forest population in the parks.  

If an individual plaque was the chosen as the option, the granite marker or bronze cast plaque would be preferred 

due to it longer life span and quality character. This option would cost more than others, potentially double the 

cost of other options.  In addition, it would be beneficial to set some of the money aside for plaque and tree 

replacements. 

One additional request on the plaques would be to add the tree species and genus. We would also look at the 

possibility of establishing areas for tree groves. 

 

 

 

Granite Marker 

 

Tree of Life 

 
Tree of Life 

 

Tree of Life-leaf 

 





Parks Monthly Report 
September 2017 

 
 
Parks 
 

• Responded to 17 Customer Service Request 
• Daily trash pickup in all parks-296.5 hours 
• ROW Trash-45 hours 
• Landscaping beds-31 hours 
• General Park Maintenance-125 hours 
• Holiday Displays & Special Events-2.5 hours 
• Park & ROW Mowing-582 hours 
• Ball Field Maintenance-4 hours 
• Downtown Watering-85 hours 

 
Forestry 

 
• Responded to 31 Customer Service Request 
• Reviewed plans 
• General Tree maintenance-170 hours 

 
Oak Grove Cemetery 

 
• Performed 6 Interments 
• Funeral Prep-20.5 hours 
• Tree Maintenance-13 hours 
• Landscaping-23 hours 
• Foundations-19 hours 
• Mowing-186.5 hours 
• Weed-Eating-60 hours 

 
 
Hidden Valley Golf Course 
 

• Course Open 351.5 hours as weather permitted 
• Sold 0 Memberships with 620 rounds played  (Memberships are 50% off 

beginning in July 
• General Rounds Played-1129 

 
 
 
Donations Made: None 
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