SHADE TREE COMMISSION
May 26, 2015
MOTION SUMMARY

ITEM 1. Roll Call
Vice-Chairwoman Wright called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

Members Present: Jim Buck, Michaela Dean, Brenda Hendricks (arrived at
7:26 p.m., Tom Glissman, Amanda Mowry, Paul Olen, Tom Wolber,
Councilmember Joe DiGenova, Vice-Chairwoman Susan Wright, and Chairman
Dave Carey (arrived at 7:08 p.m.).

Staff Present: Doug Richmond (City Arborist) and Linda Mathews (Customer
Service Liaison).

Motion to Excuse: Councilmember DiGenova moved to excuse Chairman
Carey and Ms. Hendricks, seconded by Mr. Olen. Motion approved by an 8-0
vote.

ITEM 2. APPROVAL OF MOTION SUMMARY of Shade Tree Commission
meeting of April 28, 2015 as recorded and transcribed.

Motion: Councilman DiGenova moved to approve the Motion Summary for the
April 28, 2015 meeting, seconded by Mr. Wolber. Motion passed by an 8-0
vote.

Chairman Carey arrived at 7:08 p.m.

ITEM 3. PUBLIC COMMENTS

ITEM 4. DISCUSSION of Tree Stewardship Program

Vice-Chairwoman Wright informed the commission that she had invited to the
meeting members from the Delaware County Master Gardeners and had
provided them with a draft statement discussing the role of the stewardship

program.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Chris Burger

7610 Harriott

Dublin, Ohio 43017

President of Delaware County Ohio Master Gardener’s Association

Susan Logan



16 Timmons Woods Drive
Delaware, Ohio 43015
Delaware County Master Gardener

Jon Kerr

8289 Dustin Road

Galena, Ohio

Delaware County Master Gardener

Mr. Burger read into the record the mission statement of the Delaware County
Master Gardeners Association and discussed the role to educate the
community with various resources. Mr. Burger discussed the Master
Gardeners potential role to assist the tree stewardship program to answer
community questions. Mr. Burger explained to the commission that the role of
the master gardeners is to assist in beautifying the community with education,
but to not commit to long term labor projects.

Ms. Logan discussed the role and importance of educating the community to
help them understand the value of the trees on the homeowner’s property.

Chairman Carey informed the Master Gardeners that the tree stewardship
program was a pilot program and that the first neighborhood to target would be
Cheshire Crossing. He discussed that he recently attended the annual
homeowner association meeting, and that the board members are supportive of
the idea of a tree stewardship program and feels that the community can
benefit from further education.

Mr. Kerr questioned if the homeowners in the neighborhood would be the
individuals responsible for the tree pruning. Chairman Carey discussed the
deed restrictions to Cheshire Crossing which designates the homeowner’s
responsibility in care for the street trees.

Mr. Burger discussed benefits to having a defined community or neighborhood
to help identify the role and needs of education to the homeowners. Mr. Burger
felt that the Master Gardeners may be able to be a useful resource to teach
other groups on the proper pruning techniques and equipment care. Mr.
Burger presented to the commission that the Master Gardeners can assist in
developing an education outreach program, but that the Master Gardeners
would not be responsible for the distribution of the information. Ms. Long felt
that the Master Gardeners should meet with Mr. Richmond to develop a
memorandum of understanding.

Mr. Kerr recommended that education materials be sent to residents through
the mail and to utilize the utility bill as a means of distribution. Mr. Olen
discussed the use of technology and social media to assist with education
distribution.




Mr. Burger recommended setting up a training event at the upcoming
homeowner association event. Ms. Hendricks also recommended using
community events such as First Fridays to educate the public on pruning
techniques, proper mulching techniques, and the use of a weed trimmer
around tree trunks. Chairman Carey recommended using the Watershed
Festival to display proper ways to mulch around trees.

Chairman Carey discussed the concern of labor shortage to assist with pruning
trees, and will reach out to Cheshire Crossing residents to determine the
interest of the residents to participate in the tree stewardship program. Mr.
Richmond recommended that there be fifteen individuals for a training session
on a Saturday and have the Master Gardeners assist with education.

ITEM 5. DISCUSSION of Final Watershed Festival Activities

Vice-Chairwoman Wright passed to the commission members a sign-up sheet
for the Watershed Festival.

Ms. Hendricks stated that she will coordinate the photo scavenger hunt and
will attempt to find a donor for coloring paper. Chairman Carey will provide
crayons.

Councilman DiGenova will provide tables and chairs.

Mr. Olen stated he will bring bags of mulch to demonstrate improper and
proper mulching techniques.

ITEM 6. ARBORIST REPORT

Mr. Richmond discussed the concern and issues with the Zelkova trees and the
Black Tupelo trees. Mr. Richmond explained that the trees were planted last
fall and that the trees planted have died. Mr. Richmond plans to perform a tree
mortality count and projects to have the report available for the June meeting.

Mr. Wolber voiced a concern over the increase in tree mortality rate when
planted by contractors versus the city. Mr. Richmond reviewed the education
provided to contractors on city recommendations and specifications.

ITEM 7. STAFF COMMENTS

Ms. Mathews reviewed the customer service requests for April 2015 and
informed the commission that there were a total of nineteen service requests.

ITEM 8. MEMBER COMMENTS




Ms. Dean informed the commission that the new student representative was
recommended to Paul Craft.

Chairman Carey voiced a concern regarding a neighbor’s tree that has died,
and that the neighbor has received notifications from the home owners
association regarding the replacement of the tree. Mr. Richmond requested
that the neighbor contact the Public Works department to complete a customer
service request, and that he will evaluate the area to determine if a replacement
tree is recommended. Mr. Richmond explained that if a tree is not
recommended then he will send a formal letter to the home owners association
with his recommendations.

Chairman Carey also requested that Mr. Richmond observe the tree condition
at 134 Cheshire Crossing.

ITEM 9. PLAN REVIEWS

A. Village Gate Apartments-plan approved with the use of 10 Imperial
Honey Locusts, 10 Silver Lindens, and 7 Frontier Elms.

B. Stop-N-Go-Storage Facility-plan approved with recommended change of
Skyline Locust to Imperial Locust.

C. Ohio Wesleyan University Student Housing (Informational)

ITEM 10. ADJOURNMENT

Motion: Ms. Dean motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr.
Hendricks. The Shade Tree Commission meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
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