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Pre-1800

Hopewell Mound Builders inhabited this area, then temporary settlements
of Delaware, Wyandot, Mingo, and Seneca Indian tribes.

1773 Settlement founded by Chief Pluggy (where present day Mingo Park is
located)

1800-1825

1802 Delaware Indians move north following the Treaty of Greenville (1795)
Franklin County is divided on its north boundary to create Delaware
County

1807 First Delaware residence (John Beard residence)
Joseph Barber Tavern, built at Sulphur Springs, initial site for holding court

1808 Delaware platted
Delaware County seat located in Delaware Village

1809 First tannery on site of Ohio Wesleyan University’s Edwards Gym

1810 William Street Bridge built by Moses Byxbe and others
City population: 27

1811 Established first postmaster

1812 War of 1812: Delaware served as headquarters for General William Henry
Harrison

1815 First Delaware County Courthouse built
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1816 Delaware incorporates as a Village
Mayor and Common Councilman appoint a Town Marshal

1818 Delaware Gazette founded: Delaware County’s oldest newspaper; oldest
family owned daily newspaper in U.S. (since 1834) when Thomson family

became publishing partners; Ohio’s oldest independent newspaper

1820 City population: 250

Rutherford B. Hayes
birthplace on William
Street.

e

1822 Rutherford B. Hayes born in Delaware

1825-1850

1828 Adopted new government: elected eight-member Town Council with a
Mayor elected among the Council

1830 City population: 532
1833 Mansion House built: Sanitarium on the Sulphur Springs property,

watering place with adjoining bathhouses (bought by OWU and renamed
Elliot Hall)

Elliot Hall, formerly
the Mansion House
sanitarium

1834 City Council organizes four-person fire department




1835

1840

1842
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First Delaware County Bank established
City population: 898

Ohio Wesleyan University founded
1850-1875

1850-1875

1850

1851

1854

1856

1857

1860

1862

1863

City population: 2,074

Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati and Indianapolis (C.C.C.&l.) Railroad
built

First location of the Delaware County Fairgrounds, built on east side of
Delaware

Mayor proclaims all citizens to become vaccinated to prevent spread of
smallpox

Springfield, Delaware & Mount Vernon Railroad built

Delaware’s first great disaster: 14 people killed and others injured at
County Fairgrounds when steam engine explodes

Carriage Factory: Founded by Evans & Carnahan
City population: 3,889

Camp Delaware opens as a training camp for the Union Army during the
Civil War

5" U.S. Colored Infantry trained at Camp Delaware: Believed to be the
only place in Ohio where African American soldiers trained for the Union
Army

African American
Civil War troops
drill on Sandusky
Street
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1866 First cigar manufacturer in Delaware County (Riddle, Graff & Co. at 10
North Sandusky)

1867 Delaware Building Association: First Building and Loan Association in
Ohio

1869 Williams Opera House built on Winter Street

County Courthouse and Jail
on Sandusky Street.

1870 City population: 6,000
Second County Courthouse dedicated at North Sandusky and Central
Avenue
Crown Bottling Works: Sold water from Odovene Spring
Delaware Chair Company: Opens at E. Winter and Henry Streets;
“Delaware Chair” had double-cane seat sold worldwide (most chairs at
Columbus’ Southern Hotel, Neil House and fire engine houses were
manufactured by Delaware Chair Co.)

1873 Delaware attains City status (population 6,000)

1875-1900

1877 Toledo, Delaware and Columbus railroad built
OWU unites with the Ohio Wesleyan Female College and the
Conservatory
1878 Delaware County Jail opens at Franklin Street and Central Avenue
1880 City population: 6,894

1882 City Hall opens: City offices, City Council chamber, City Jalil, Fire
Department, Auditorium, and Opera House

1889 Water plant opens north of city, along Olentangy River.
Free mail delivery begins

1890 City population: 8,224
Children’s Home (Delwood) built
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1893 Columbus & Sandusky Short Line Railroad built
1894 Delaware Electric Street
Railway built
1897 First private library opens in the
office of Dr. W.H. Hague
1899 Delaware Area Chamber of
Commerce forms: Originally
incorporated as Delaware
Board of Trade
City Hall and Firehouse in 1900
1900-1925
1900 City population: 7,940
Delaware library becomes a public facility
1901 Cook Motor Company builds autos
Trolley cars on
Sandusky Street at the
William Street
intersection
1902 Columbus, Delaware, and Northern Railroad and the Columbus, Delaware
and Marion Railroad merged to form the Columbus, Delaware, and Marion
Electric Company
Columbus, Delaware, and Marion Electric Company railway terminal
opened at the northeast corner of William and Sandusky Streets
1903 Columbus, Delaware and Marion Electric initiates freight service
1904 Delaware & Magnetic Springs Railway constructed
1906 Jane Case Hospital (how Andrews House) opens at Southwest corner of

Winter and Franklin Streets
Delaware Carnegie Library (now County Commissioners’ office) opens




1907

1908

1909

1910

1913

1914

1917

1920

+ % & ( * ” ) + * # ( - * & *
Delaware Chamber of Commerce incorporated as the Commercial Club of
Delaware
Delaware Bridge & Iron Company on E. Central Avenue established:
Builds steel bridges, viaducts, towers, and tanks
The County votes to go “Dry”
First Boy Scouts of America founded in Delaware

Delaware County Fairgrounds moves to Powell

City population: 9,076

Devastating flood of 1913,
looking north from Spring
Street.

‘ ; i o
LOOKING NORTH ON MAIN STREET

PLATE 32. Leoking morth from Spring Street intersection during
the 1913 flood.

Flood: Olentangy River rises to 32 feet creating a lake in the center of the
City; 18 killed; 40 bridges destroyed; $1.5 million in damage; record rainfall
of 7.45 inches

Strand Theatre opens as opera house, long known for its Wurlitzer organ

Delaware Chapter of the American Red Cross chartered on West Winter
Street

City population: 8,756
Jane Case Hospital moves to W. Central Avenue

Liberty Community Center begins on South Liberty Road.
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1924 Perkins Observatory completed

Perkins Observatory under construction in the
early 1920s.

1925- 1950

1927 Columbus, Delaware & Marion Electric begins bus transportation system
but, within a few months, it ends the service; Union Bus Station is located
at North Sandusky Street

1929 Rotary Club of Delaware founded

1930 City population: 8,675
City designates the Petunia as its official flower

1934 fire destroys City
Hall; the historic building
was replaced by new City
Hall as a Public Works
Administration project.

1934 Fire destroys the historic City Hall

1937 Fairgrounds moves back to Delaware to present site on Pennsylvania
Avenue
City Hall rebuilt as Public Works Administration project




1940

1945

1946

1947
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City population: 8,944
Delaware Municipal Airport opens

First Little Brown Jug race held, named for a pacer; only County Fair in
Ohio to offer Grand Circuit harness racing

Delaware County Historical Society & Museum founded

1950-1975

1950

City population: 11,804

1950s Greyhound Bus Lines station opens at 50 South Sandusky

1951

1956

1958

1960

1970

1972

1973

1974

City designated as Refugee Center if Columbus becomes nuclear bomb
target

Delaware's first charter adopted, establishing the Council-Manager form of
government

Delaware Dam constructed and Delaware State Park dedicated

Garth’s Auction Barn founded; international reputation for quality auctions

Sesquicentennial Celebration held

City population: 13,282
Methodist Theological School in Ohio opens

City population: 15,008
Wilbur Bills Station Fire Station opens
First annual Arts & Crafts Fair held in community

Alum Creek Dam completed in Alum Creek State Park

1975-2000

1972

1980

1984

1989

Grady Memorial Hospital name established
City population: 18,780
Library relocates to 84 E. Winter Street

Delaware This Week begins weekly free delivery




1990

1991

1992

2000-present

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005
side

2006

2007
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Delaware County Cultural Arts Center (Arts Castle) opens
Delaware designates a Sister City — Omutninsk, USSR

City population: 20,030
Hamilton-Williams Campus Center opens at OWU

Justice Center built
Library renovated and reopened

City population: 25,243
Dempsey Middle School opens

Downtown streetscape project begins

City Hall Annex (Engineering
Department) opens
Westfield Shopping Center
opens

City population: 28,500

Richard Ross Museum opens at
owu

Kroger Great Lakes Regional
Distribution Center opens
Downtown Streetscape Project
completed

Kroger Great Lakes Distribution Center, on City’s
far east side.

City is designated one of the first
Preserve America communities by First Lady Laura Bush and the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation

Grady Hospital announces plans for major expansion on city’s southeast
Parade of Homes takes place in city

City invests in fiber-optic cable infrastructure

Glenwood Crossing, largest commercial-retail project in city history breaks
ground

$1.5 million upgrade to city swimming pool completed

Grady Hospital breaks ground on health care village
City skate park opens
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2008 Delaware turns 200 years old with a year-long bicentennial celebration.
City population: 33,236
Delaware named a “Best Hometown” by Ohio Magazine

2009 Residents approve income tax increase to fund recreation improvements,
including construction of a YMCA community center.
Tom Homan marks 10" year as City Manager.
“The Point” project at U.S 36-Ohio 37 bottleneck on east side provides

immediate benefits and reduces congestion.
Gary Milner elected Mayor.

2010 Delaware area ranked No. 2 nationally by Forbes.com as a top place to
live and do business.
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